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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
April 7, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

 
Directors: Jamie Burk  Nick Rankin  Lisette Rankin     

Kim Ferridge  Steve Ferridge  Ginette Rochon 
Michael Gauthier  Louise Gauthier 
 

Trustees: Jeannette Sylvestre Carmen Arbour  Roxanne Beliveau  
 
Secretary: Carolle Dionne 
 
Absent:  Celine Anderson  Greg Smith 
 
30 members in attendance, includes the names above.   
 
Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
1.  Approval of minutes. The minutes of April 9, 2014 Annual General Meeting were presented.   

MOTION:  That the minutes of April 9, 2014 Annual General Meeting of the  
Sturgeon Falls Curling Club be accepted as presented:  
Moved by:  Bruce Fraser Seconded by: Diane McLeod.  All in favour, carried 

 
2.   Approval of Agenda  
 MOTION:  That the agenda for the 2015 Annual General Meeting be accepted as presented  

Moved by: Barry Bertrand Seconded by: Ginette Rochon.  All in favour, carried 
 
3.  COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

a) President’s Report by Jamie Burk 
Welcome everyone!  Another busy year! 
 
I would like to start by thanking our executive for all their help this past year.  Without the people at this table, with 
a few absent tonight, and everyone in this room that shows ownership of your club, we could not have completed as 
much as we did this past season!   I will try and touch on the highlights quickly and our individual reports tonight 
will provide more details. 
 
You will see that in the financial report we have still managed to hold our dues reasonable.  Accountability and lots 
of volunteer hours helped make this happen!  
 
“Save the Ice” – We will give a complete update later but we have had a great year to raise over $82,000 in total for 
our second year of the drive.  As we end the season tonight, we are busy gearing up to hit the water this June to run 
our Pike tournament which should raise over $8000.00 last year for the ice plant.  This year we are adding a Texas 
Horseshoe Tournament for the non-anglers! We have some exciting news to be delivered tonight on the ice plant…. 
 
“Putting our club out there in West Nipissing” We did a great job to let West Nipissing know that they have a curling 
club again this year...  From the community Challenge in the fall, our ongoing fundraising, Leukemia Spiel, hosting 
Travelers Zone play downs we had a lot of new faces come through our doors!  We can’t forget to mention the club 
going ‘Green’ for a one-day “Luck of the Irish” Bonspiel which is turning into another great fundraiser for the club. 
 
I would like to thank Marleau Real Estate, Don’s Butcher Shop, Mike Page and Associates Realtor and Eastlink for 
sponsoring our Rock Report ads on Moose radio 99.3 again this year.  Also Barry the voice of the Rock Report along 
with a couple special guests, Ginette, myself and Shamus the Leprechaun who stole the air ways….  Moose FM has 
been one of our biggest supporters again this year! 
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 “Volunteering and OUR Club” At the beginning of the season we identified the work ahead of us and asked for help 
from our members.  There was no way the executive could run and do everything that we did without the members 
help.  Help they did...  This participation - ownership has brought our club members together and a friendlier place 
to gather. 
 
Now more than ever, it’s important that you, the members of the club, be proactive in helping to maintain and 
increase our members.  By volunteering we are keeping cost reasonable, let’s build on the year we had and keep 
moving forward... 
 
As I finish up my three year term as president I would like to thank once again the people at this table, the curlers 
here tonight and everyone who has made this an enjoyable position…  I can only think of one time in the last three 
year that I was upset with anybody at the club and that was when Mike didn’t give me a head’s up and I missed last 
call!!! 

 
b) Vice President’s Report by Jamie Burk 

On behalf of Greg Smith – An incident report was filed this season as a result of a slip and fall on the ice during the 
Curl for a Cure Bonspiel.  West Nipissing Ambulance Services attended and treated the individual without incident.   
 
Member’s information is covered under our privacy report and only share within the club.  The website has been 
upgraded and the club is now looking for a web-master for regular maintenance. 
 

c) Treasurer’s Report by Mike Gauthier 
The past year can best be described as a beehive of activities.  Every time I thought we had everything running 
smoothly without too much effort, our “President” would come up with another fundraising idea that would require 
more work for the Treasurer.  It was coming up with a plan to fundraise on a corporate level and then we revamped 
the way our members pay their dues and that without raising them but making the fairer to all members.  We then 
reached out to our members with our “Progressive 50-50 Draw” which required no work at all to control especially 
when we allowed members to pay $2 per week.  Then we had not one but two draws for different prizes and that is 
no work at all.   And then to top it off he gets us involved in a fishing derby. 
 
All kidding aside, we had a great year and on the fundraising side, we managed to raise over $55,000.  The extra 
events that we held, helped the bottom line because the bar sales were up some 15%, revenues from dues 
maintained.  One result of our corporate targeting was an increase in advertising revenue of about 75%. 
On the expense side, most of the expenses were up slightly.  The insurance managed to come in a little less than last 
year but the long and bitter winter caused an increase of almost 20% in the heating and hydro.  I am sure that price 
increase also helped.  We should end up the year similar to last year. 
 
(Balance Sheet & Income Statement reports – annexed to minutes) 

 
d) Bonspiel Report by Ginette Rochon (full financial report annexed)  

Bonspiels are an integral part our of clubs’ activities and brings new curlers from all over Ontario which help 
promote our club. 
 
This season was the 10th Anniversary of all three sponsors supporting our club: Rivet Insurance, Bouffard Well 
Drilling and Tremblay Chev which is greatly appreciated.  I would also like to thank all volunteers who gave a hand 
with the bonspiels, before and during the events. 
 
The attendance for our spiels this year was great again with an increase of eight teams overall, which makes for 
bigger and better bonspiels and I’d like to thank all local and out of town teams for their support! 
 
Bonspiel & Sponsors  2012-13  2013-14  2014-15 
Men’s – Rivet Insurance     14      16       20 
Mixed – Bouffard Well Drilling    16      16       18 
Ladies – Tremblay Chev     10      14       14 
TOTAL       40      44       52 
 
The Ladies Bonspiels took place on Saturday and Sunday only while the Mixed and Men’s were three day events.  
Each bonspiel showed a small profit which resulted in an overall profit of $1,013.13 which comes mostly from the 
50/50 tickets sold.   
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80% of entry fees are returned as pay outs to winners and hope that this will attract more teams in the future.  Door 
prizes are also given during the events as well as taxi vouchers.  A recap of the revenues and expenses is available to 
all interested members. 
 
Please visit our website at www.sfcc.ca for all future events and club information.  Have a good summer and see you 
in the fall. 

 
e) Curling Leagues Report by Louise Gauthier 

The 2014-2015 season was a good one for the evening leagues of the Sturgeon Falls Curling Club.  With the help of 
ScoreiX, we were generally able to create equitable schedules taking into account a few special requests. The results 
of the games were posted on line on a regular basis making the standings always up to date. 
 
The Ladies League had eight teams and each team was scheduled to play 20 games. The Ladies League champion 
again this year is the Pigeau Team with Karen Pigeau (skip), Diane McLeod (vice), Leah Burk (second) and Cathy  
Smith (lead).  They won 19 of their 20 games – Congrats TEAM PIGEAU! 
 
The Men’s Competitive League had eight teams and each team was also scheduled to play 20 games.  Although not all 
games were played as scheduled, Team Leblanc came out on top with 14 wins.  Team Leblanc was skipped by Carl 
Leblanc, with team members Barry Bertrand, Lorne Brazeau and Paul Primeau.  Congrats TEAM LEBLANC! 
 
The Mercantile League also had eight teams and each team was also scheduled to play 20 games. The Leblanc Paints 
Team won 19 games to take the league champion title.  Congratulations to Carl Leblanc, Lorne Brazeau, Paul 
Primeau and Yvan Primeau for a great season.  
 
The Mixed League had a great season with 12 teams.  Because of the Christmas fun night and two of the bonspiels 
that required a cancellation of the Friday night games, the league champions were determined by the most wins out 
of 16 games.  Again this year it was a close race but Team Burk with Jamie Burk, Leah Burk, Greg Smith and 
Mackenzie Burk, won 12 games and claim the League title.  Congratulations Team BURK on a great year. 
 
For the Seniors’ League the winners of the Primeau Memorial Trophy for this season are: Rheal Violette, Susan 
Plante, Leo Lalonde and Roxanne Belliveau.  Congratulations to all these curlers! 
 
All in all another great curling year for all the leagues! 
 
Youth curling report by Jeannette Sylvestre 
25 children participated in the Sunday morning curling program this year with 12 Little Rocks aged 5 – 9 and 13 
Juniors aged 10 – 13. 
 
We had six coaches – Pat Stevens, Joseph Piquette, Marie Stevens, Kim Ferridge, Roxanne Belliveau and I (Jeannette 
Sylvestre).  Two assistants – Zane Legault and Doug Legault who were all presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation.  There were two substitutes who helped out as needed – Norbert Tousignail and Guy Piquette.    
In total over 113 of volunteer hours were completed and all of the coaches have voiced their interest in helping out 
again next year. 
 
A 6-year old had the closest to the button during Curling Week. 
 
The children’s group raised over $800 toward the ‘Save the Ice Funds’ with their bake/craft sale.  Thanks to the help 
of Amanda Duquette for giving up one of her table at the school as well as for her many baking treats and from 
purchase of club apparel.  Parents also helped to sell ‘Beer for a Year’ tickets. 
 
We had two successful family curling events – one before Christmas with a chicken finger luncheon and one at year 
end with pizza.  Over 30 family members had a chance to try curling. 
 
Tim Hortons sponsored a “Bring a Friend Day” with hot chocolate, coffee and Timbits over the Family Day weekend. 
 
Each child received a toque, group photo and set of nine trading cards.  The Little Rocks were presented with a 
medal by Anne Lanteigne, owner of Tim Horton’s. 
 
The program took in $1965 (mostly registration fees of $75 per child) and spent $1722.70 for a balance of $241.34.  
This was a cost of $67.91 per child. 
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The Monday Night high school league saw an average of six to eight students out most weeks prior to NDA.  Dan 
Seguin and Guy Piquette helped out with this group. 
 
There were also children and adults out practicing most Monday evenings so that usually all four sheets were used. 
 

f) Bar & Entertainment Report prepared by Mike Gauthier 
This year was a little different than the previous year because the rentals were down.  We did manage however to 
increase our sales by over 7% which in my opinion is due to the increase in the number of curlers. 
 
All this activity is not possible without all the volunteers whether they bartend or just help pick up the hall, help 
with the deliveries or load the shelves.  Thank you very much to each and every one who pitches in and helps. 
 
Food sales maintained and we continue to receive many compliments for the kitchen services that ‘Grumpy’ 
provides and a little or no cost to the club. 
 
I wish everyone a great relaxing summer but please if you can spare some time, we are in full swing preparing for 
our ‘Museum Pike Tournament’ which is not only a fabulous fundraiser, it is a very enjoyable day at the lake, so give 
your name to Nick, Jamie or myself.  We need a lot of volunteer to make sure the events runs smoothly. 
 

g) House Report by Lisette Rankin 
 This was my second year as House Chair. 

 
Another busy season as far as the house was concerned.  We had a full schedule of rentals and bonspiels.  At the 
beginning of the season, we had all the floors stripped and waxed, removing over ten years of build-up.  The 
recycling program is working well, diverting plastic, glass and cardboard from the dumpster to the recycle.  
Cleanright did a good job on the carpets.  Our cleaning products supplier in Sudbury, Janix, kept us supplied with all 
the necessities. 
 
The hall was maintained by a dedicated group of people, who I would like to thank very much for the great job they 
did all season. They not only kept up with the normal day-to-day cleaning, but the bonspiels and the ever-increasing 
rentals.  
 
I extend a big thanks to Larry Shank and Nick Rankin for their help. I would also like to thank Carmen Fraser for her 
dedication, keeping the kitchen clean and organised. Also, thanks to the people who made our job easier by tidying 
up after events. Our club would not be as nice and comfortable, without everyone’s help. Thank you.  

 
h) Ice Report by Nick Rankin 

This has been my third season as Ice Chair and ninth year of being involved with ice maintenance. 
 
The season began on September 16, 2014 with the preparation of the sand surface for freezing.  Metal Air 
Mechanical came in to start the ice plant on September 18, 2014.  They had to add Freon to the system before 
starting.  We also had to add brine to the system.  The rink was ready for the start of curling on October 22, 2014 
with the help of many superb volunteers. 
  
We almost had a failure free season but five days before shutdown, the ice plant tripped due to a loss of Freon.  
Fortunately, we had Freon that we could add.  The ice refroze with some funky designs in the paint and due to the 
great help of my dedicated ice team; we were able to curl the rest of the week. 
 
Contractors were asked to bid on replacing the ice plant and it came down to two to decide on.  After a special 
budget meeting, the contract was awarded to Metal Air Mechanical from Sudbury, with the lowest, most complete 
bid. Arrangements are being made to replace the plant this spring/summer. 
 
The ice was flooded two times during the season in order to maintain good ice conditions. 
 
I would like to extend a big thank you to our volunteers: Zane Legault, Lisette Rankin, Jeannette Sylvestre, Gary 
Paquin, Carl Leblanc, Ginette and Rene Rochon, Louise and Mike Gauthier, Steve and Kim Ferridge, Mike Johnson, 
Carolle Dionne, Guy Piquette, Blaine Parrington, Beth and Paul Guindon, Mike Champagne, Roger Lariviere, Greg 
Smith and Maurice Plante.  I would also like to thank our assistant Ice Maker: Frank Champagne for sharing the load. 
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i) Membership Report by Kim Ferridge  
 

Membership   2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 Variance 

Men        52       57       62        5 

Ladies        42      36       41        7 

Seniors        44      46      36    -10 

Total       147    149    139    -10 

New/Returning Members     36      36      33      -3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Play Ladies Mens Seniors Total 
1x weekly 23 35  58 
2x weekly 17 24  41 
3x weekly  4  4 
½ year   7  
Seniors   29 36 

 
*Non-Member Spares - 21 
*Locker rentals - 68 
*New Shareholders- 6 (Ivan Primeau; Yves Lafreniere; Steve Ferridge, Kim Ferridge, Celine Anderson and Sophie 
Legault). 

 
j) Marketing and Advertising 2014-15 by Celine Anderson (reported by Jamie Burk) 

It’s been a quiet year as usual as most businesses continue to advertise! We've added DJ & Sons to ice logos and Blue 
Demon Lodge will be going up in the 2015-16 season.    
 
I've also received some interest from other local businesses that I will be passing on to the next committee member.   
 
Remember everyone support your local business as they are what keeps everything going including our club.   
 
This is my third term on the committee which is the last year of my scheduled term. It was a pleasure and I 
encourage everyone to participate. I will continue to volunteer my time one way or another! 
 

k) Building Committee Report by Steve Ferridge 
The building has held up well again this year with no major issues to report. 
 
Minor Repairs this year: 

 Lighting (bulbs & ballasts) 
 Plumbing (toilet repairs) 
 Little rock score boards (one fixed , one more to still fix) 
 Replaced some of the lockers with newer ones.  Thanks to Jamie, he was able to get them as Eastlink was 

doing renovations. 
Some of the repairs & upgrades to take place over the summer: 

 Leaking roof vent 
 Some of the toilets require retrofit kits  
 Possibly upgrading the lighting to LED (Nick will discuss further) 
 Ice plant (Nick will discuss further) 

Future maintenance for consideration: 
 Add additional insulation in the roof for help reduce heat loss 

Revenues 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 variance 
Men’s Dues $12,053 $12,177 14,039 $1,862 
Ladies Dues $8,371 $7,777 9,336 $1,559 
Seniors Dues $5,318 $5,133 4,539 -$594 
Total Dues $26,417 $26,093 $27,914 $2,821 
Spares $252 $780 $1,087 $307.50 



Page 6 of 7 

 Painting in various locations throughout the building due to wear and tear (carried over from last year). 
Summary: 
In short this does not cover all the minor repairs this year.  As there are many members that will be taking the 
initiative and will make those repairs.  I would like to thank everyone who helped keep this building together this 
year! 
 

l) Trustees’ Report… Carmen Fraser, Jeannette Sylvestre & Roxanne Belliveau 
We the trustees, find that the Sturgeon Falls Curling Club and its members were well represented by the 2014-2015 
Executive.  Regular monthly executive meetings were held and at least one trustee was present at every meeting. 
The meetings were well run, in accordance to our bylaws.  Minutes were taken at every meeting, they were always 
sent out by email to all directors and trustees, for review. The minutes were always sent out via email prior to 
meetings.  At each meeting, all directors provided a report of their activities and area of responsibility and a 
treasurer's report and financial statements were presented and discussed.  All items that required a vote were voted 
upon according to our bylaws. 
 
The Curling Club financial statements, deposits and expenses were reviewed by the trustees present at the meetings. 
We are confident that the decisions taken by the directors on this executive were made in the best interest of the 
majority of the membership. 
 
This executive worked very hard for the good of the club, more so this year with the added fundraising for the new 
ice plant. Thank you to each member on this team.  Also a big thank you to all the volunteers, that showed up in 
record numbers for all their help. 
 

Approval of all reports presented:  
 MOTION : That all committee reports for the 2014-15 season be accepted as presented   

Moved by: Kathy Smith Seconded by: Bruce Rochon.  All in favour, carried 
 
4.  Unfinished Business   
 

a)  Capital Fundraising ‘Save Our Ice’ Fundraising and ‘Lights’ by Michael Gauthier 
The members were briefed on the status of our fundraising efforts, the costing for both the ice plant replacement 
and lighting upgrades as well as the finances. 
 
MOTION:  To authorize the board to set up a line of credit of $40,000 with the Caisse Populaire Ltée of Sturgeon Falls 
to be used for the interim financing of the new ice plant. 
Moved by: Mike Gauthier  Seconded by: Ginette Rochon.  All in favour, carried 
 
MOTION:  To ratify the Boards’ decision to proceed with the purchase of the ice plant from Metal Air at a cost of 
$140,000 including contingencies and taxes.  
Moved by:  Michael Gauthier Seconded by: Bruce Fraser.  All in favour, carried 

 
 Nick Rankin goes over the costs of replacing our lighting system to a more efficient and cost saving. 
 

MOTION:  To ratify the Board’s decision to proceed with the lighting upgrade in September if the contingency money 
isn’t used for the ice plant. 
Moved by:  Nick Rankin  Seconded by: Jeannette Sylvestre .   All in favour, carried 

5. NEW BUSINESS 
 a) Volunteer Award Presentation, in memory of Marc Sylvestre (presented by Kim Ferridge):  

Names were presented: Jamie Burk, Michael Gauthier and Greg Smith.  After discussion at the last regular meeting of 
the Board, it was agreed to present the Volunteer award plaque for this season to Jamie Burk. 

  
6. ELECTIONS 

Barry Bertrand accepted to act as Chair of the Elections: 
 

Election of Officers 
 
The Director Positions to be filled are as follows: 3 - 3 year terms and 1 - 2 year term  
 
After 1 round of nominations, the following members accepted the vacant positions: 
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3 year terms:  Jamie Burk, Yvan Primeau (2), Mike Gauthier, René Rochon, Kim Ferridge 
 
One Trustee position to be filled for a 3 year term was filled by Jeannette Sylvestre. 
The Secretary position was appointed to Carolle Dionne. 
The Bookkeeper/ Treasurer was appointed to Mike Gauthier. 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
  MOTION:  To adjourn the meeting at 8:58 pm. 

Moved by:  Paul Primeau   Seconded by: Carl Leblanc.  All in favour, carried 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The members met after the meeting and the following is the list for 2015-2016.  

 
Board of Directors 2015-2016 

 
         

 
President Jamie Burk 

Vice-President Yvan Primeau (2) 
Membership Kim Ferridge 

Building Steve Ferridge 
Curling Leagues Louise Gauthier 

Bar Mike Gauthier 
Bonspiel Ginette Rochon 

Ice Nick Rankin 
Marketing/Advertising René Rochon 

House Lisette Rankin 
  

Trustee Jeannette Sylvestre 
Trustee Carmen Fraser 
Trustee Roxanne Belliveau 

  
Treasurer/Bookkeeper Mike Gauthier 

Secretary Carolle Dionne 


